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leadership and extensive work with the Union
City Police Department. His courage, contribu-
tions to the force, and strong commitment are
an inspiration to the community.
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OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor General Atomics, an or-
ganization that has been a catalyst for improv-
ing science and technology education for thou-
sands of students year after year. General
Atomics, located in San Diego, California,
began in 1955 for the purpose of harnessing
the power of nuclear technologies to benefit
mankind. General Atomics’ basic research into
fission and fusion has matured into many
technologies, making them one of the world’s
leading resources for high-technology systems
development ranging from the nuclear fuel
cycle to remotely operated surveillance air-
craft, airborne sensors, and advanced electric,
electronic, wireless, and laser technologies.

While General Atomics has been pushing
the boundaries of technology for almost 50
years, they have also heavily supported edu-
cational programs in their own community and
beyond. As part of their commitment to edu-
cation, General Atomics provided technical
and administrative guidance to the newly-
formed Science and Technology Education
Partnership (STEP), which was created in my
congressional district five years ago to inspire
students to pursue an education in science
and technology fields. Beyond their five years
of participation in STEP, General Atomics has
played an active role in bringing science and
technology directly to Riverside County stu-
dents and those from surrounding areas
through their participation in each of the pre-
vious annual STEP Conferences that have
been held in Riverside, California. They sup-
port the STEP Teacher Program by presenting
tutorial workshops each year for elementary
and middle school math and science teachers.
In addition, they have become an integral and
featured part of the STEP Student Program,
which is attended by over 4,000 students plus
more than 400 teachers and parents each
year. Their exhibit booth in the “Discovery
Zone” provides students with a hands-on in-
troduction to plasma, electricity, thermal en-
ergy, and more. Technical personnel from
General Atomics are on hand to explain to the
students how the technologies work and how
they are used in government and commercial
applications. In the “Oh! Zone,” students par-
ticipate in an interactive Science Show with
Rick Lee and Alex Nagy, two General Atomics
scientists. The Science Show involves live
demonstrations, often using student volun-
teers, of different technologies and scientific
principles in order to show students that
science can be interesting, useful, and fun.

General Atomics is a valued member of the
technical community and a true partner in edu-
cation. Their generous efforts have helped
make science and technology interesting and
accessible to thousands of students within the
Inland Empire, throughout Southern California,
and beyond.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, increasing the minimum wage is a
vital issue for working families across the
country. The minimum wage has not been in-
creased in 7 years. The value of the last min-
imum wage increase has been fully eroded.
Today, the minimum wage is worth less than
it has been in 46 out of the previous 48 years.
As a percentage of the hourly wage of non-
supervisory employees, the minimum wage is
at its lowest level in 55 years. This decline is
causing serious hardships for low-income fam-
ilies.

To address this problem, | introduced H.R.
4256, the “Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2004,”
which increases the minimum in three steps
from its current level of $5.15 to $7.00. Ninety-
four of my colleagues have joined me in spon-
soring this legislation. On Wednesday, more
than 562 prominent economists—including 4
Nobel Prize winners in economics and 7 past
presidents of the American Economic Associa-
tion—are joining us in endorsing an increase
in the Federal minimum wage to $7.00.

In their endorsement, these economists say,
“We believe that a modest increase in the
minimum wage would improve the well-being
of low-wage workers and would not have the
adverse effects that critics have claimed.”

They go on to state:

As economists who are concerned about
the problems facing low-wage workers, we
believe the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2004’s
proposed phased-in increase in the federal
minimum wage to $7.00 falls well within the
range of options where the benefits to the
labor market, workers, and the overall econ-
omy would be positive.

Below is a copy of the economists’ state-
ment. A complete list of the cosigners can be
found on the Economic Policy Institute’s WEB
site at:  http://www.epinet.org/content.cfm/
minwagestmt2004.

IT’s TIME FOR A RAISE—HUNDREDS OF ECONO-
MISTS SUPPORT A MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE
The minimum wage has been an important

part of our nation’s economy for 65 years. It

is based on the principle of valuing work by
establishing an hourly wage floor beneath
which employers cannot pay their workers.

In so doing, the minimum wage helps to

equalize the imbalance in bargaining power

that low-wage workers face in the labor mar-
ket. The minimum wage is also an important
tool in fighting poverty.

The value of the 1997 increase in the fed-
eral minimum wage has been fully eroded.
The real value of today’s federal minimum
wage is less than it has been in 46 out of the
last 48 years. Moreover, the ratio of the min-
imum wage to the average hourly wage of
non-supervisory workers is 33%, its lowest
level in 55 years. This decline is causing
hardship for low-wage workers and their
families.

We believe that a modest increase in the
minimum wage would improve the well-
being of low-wage workers and would not
have the adverse effects that critics have
claimed. In particular, we share the view the
Council of Economic Advisers expressed in
the 1999 Economic Report of the President
that ‘‘the weight of the evidence suggests
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that modest increases in the minimum wage
have had very little or no effect on employ-
ment.”” While controversy about the precise
employment effects of the minimum wage
continues, research has shown that most of
the beneficiaries are adults, most are female,
and the vast majority are members of low-in-
come working families.

As economists who are concerned about
the problems facing low-wage workers, we
believe the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2004’s
proposed phased-in increase in the federal
minimum wage to $7.00 falls well within the
range of options where the benefits to the
labor market, workers, and the overall econ-
omy would be positive.

Twelve states and the District of Columbia
have set their minimum wages above the fed-
eral level. Additional states, including Flor-
ida, Nevada, and New York, are considering
similar measures. As with a federal increase,
modest increases in state minimum wages in
the range of $1.00 to $2.00 can significantly
improve the lives of low-income workers and
their families, without the adverse effects
that critics have claimed.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month—a celebration of
Americans of Hispanic heritage and their sig-
nificant, collective and individual contributions
to our community and to our nation.

Hosting one of the events this year is the
Cleveland Public Library. The Cleveland Pub-
lic Library and regional branches continue
their commitment to promoting our diverse
community, richly infused with Hispanic culture
and language. As part of the Library’s 2004
Strategic Plan, new and permanent resources
of Spanish Language collections are now un-
derway, along with the implementation of a
Spanish language Web site.

Hispanic Heritage Month is reflective of the
500-year history of Hispanic culture and con-
tributions to America. Hispanic Americans
have contributed immeasurably to all areas of
our culture—from medicine, law, and busi-
ness, to education, music and the fine arts.
Hispanic Americans in our community and in
communities across the country are life-saving
doctors and nurses, veterans, inspiring profes-
sors, dedicated teachers, committed elected
officials, fair-minded judges, and hardworking
factory employees. Americans of Hispanic her-
itage bring energy, innovation, and a real
sense of social justice to America, while re-
taining the cultural traditions of their homeland
for all citizens to enjoy.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honor and
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, and
join me in expressing my gratitude for the out-
standing contributions made by Hispanic
Americans. Their journey to America, fraught
with significant obstacles and strife, paved the
way for a better life for their children and fu-
ture generations, and signifies what it means
to be an American. Within our diversity we find
strength. Within our traditions we find unity.
And because of their journey, and the journey
of people from all points of the world, we are
stronger as a community, more unified as a
Nation, and better as people.
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